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Hundreds gather for Feast of C Our Lady of Guadalüge 


Daniel Figueroa, 16, holds an Our Lady of Guadalupe statue Tuesday during the Feast of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe celebration. Hundreds marched from Dolores Catholic Church to Cristo Rey Catholic Church 
and on to Our Lady of Guadalupe parish. Catholics believe that the Virgin Mary appeared to a native near 
Mexico City in 1531. The event sparked the conversion of millions of Mexicans. JAY JANNER / AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


OPIOID EPIDEMIC 


Travis County will sue 
over cost of opioid crisis 


Judge cites financial 
strain on criminal 
justice, health systems. 


By Taylor Goldenstein 
tgoldenstein@statesman.com 


Travis County will join doz- 
ens of other counties and cities 
throughout the country attempt- 
ing to recover costs from the opi- 
oid epidemic by suing manufac- 


turers, distributors and market- 
ers of the prescription drugs. 

“This has been a long time com- 
ing,” Travis County Judge Sarah 
Eckhardt said Tuesday. “This puts 
a very big strain on our criminal 
justice system as well as putting 
a big strain on our health com- 
munity.” 

Most of the specifics of the 
suit are still being worked out, 
officials said. Eckhardt said the 
county will work with attorneys 


to determine who will be named 
in the suit, what charges will be 
brought and when. 

More than two dozen states, 
cities and counties, including 
several in Texas, have filed such 
lawsuits against pharmaceutical 
companies, claiming the compa- 
nies aggressively marketed the 
drugs and lied about the risks 
to make money. 


Opioids continued on A12 


CONTINUING COVERAGE MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER IN AUSTIN 


City staffers identify 5 potential sites 
for MLS stadium, 3 for practice facility 


By Kevin Lyttle 
klyttle@statesman.com 


Austin city staffers identified 
eight city-owned sites Tuesday 
that could house a Major League 
Soccer stadium or practice sta- 
dium, including three on parkland. 

Precourt Sports Ventures, 
owners of Columbus Crew SC, 
announced Oct. 17 that it was 
exploring a move to Austin in 2019 
if a suitable site for a privately 
funded stadium can be found. 

The five possible stadium sites 
include three pieces of parkland: 


Butler Shores Metropolitan Park, 
Guerrero Metro Park and the Tra- 
vis County Exposition Center. 
“We’re encouraged. It looks 
like the city did an exhaustive 
search of land, and they turned 
up some interesting possibilities,” 
Austin MLS lobbyist Richard Sut- 
tle, who’s working for Precourt 
Sports Ventures, told the Ameri- 
can-Statesman. “We were famil- 
iar with several of these places, 
but some of them are new. We 
look forward to going over the 
pros and cons of each site with 
the city. It’s clear this project is 


moving forward.” 

Butler Shores, previously 
described as “near perfect” by 
Suttle, is known to be Precourt’s 
favorite site for a 20,000-seat sta- 
dium that could cost $200 mil- 
lion to build. 

Yet any use of parkland will 
generate a heated community 
debate and possibly an election, 
despite a poll released Tuesday by 
the social media group MLS2ATX 
that shows strong support for a 
privately financed stadium on 


Soccer continued on A14 
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Tips on rolling and decorating 
your holiday cookies 
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ALABAMA SENATE ELECTION 


Jones wi 
heated r 
in Alabama 


Democrat deals setback 
to Moore, Republican 
Party and Trump. 


By Kim Chandler 
and Steve Peoples 
Associated Press 


MONTGOMERY, ALA. — In a stun- 
ning victory aided by scandal, 
Democrat Doug Jones won Ala- 
bama’s special U.S. Senate elec- 
tion Tuesday, beating back his- 
tory, an embattled Republican 
opponent and President Donald 
Trump, who urgently endorsed 
GOP rebel Roy Moore. 

It was the first Democratic Sen- 
ate victory in a quarter-century 
in Alabama, one of the reddest 
of red states, and proved anew 
that party loyalty is anything 
but sure in the age of Trump. It 
was a major embarrassment for 
the president and a fresh wound 
for the nation’s already divided 
Republican Party. 

The victory by Jones, a former 
U.S. attorney best known for pros- 


MORE ONLINE 

For the latest details on the U.S. 
Senate race in Alabama, go to 
statesman.com. 


ecuting two Ku Klux Klansmen 
responsible for Birmingham’s infa- 
mous 1963 church bombing, nar- 
rows the GOP advantage in the 
U.S. Senate to 51-49. That imper- 
ils already uncertain Republican 
tax, budget and health proposals 
and injects tremendous energy 
into the Democratic Party’s early 
push to reclaim House and Sen- 
ate majorities in 2018. 

Still, many Washington Republi- 
cans viewed the defeat of Moore as 
perhaps the best outcome for the 


Alabama continued on A15 


NEW DETAILS SEXUAL HARASSMENT ALLEGATIONS 


In Rep. Farenthold’s 
office, lewd talk and 
the ‘redhead patror 


Ex-aides say he set the 
tone for off-color jokes, 
inappropriate banter. 


Sheryl Gay Stolberg 
©2017 The New York Times 


WASHINGTON — When Lauren 
Greene, a former communica- 
tions director for U.S. Rep. Blake 
Farenthold, sued him claiming 
sexual harassment, among her 
complaints was that he “disclosed 
that a female lobbyist had propo- 
sitioned him for ‘a threesome.’ ” 

Farenthold, in legal documents, 
said that Greene had it wrong. 
The woman was not a lobbyist, 
he said. 

As allegations of sexual mis- 
conduct rock Capitol Hill — three 
lawmakers announced their res- 
ignations last week alone — Far- 
enthold, R-Corpus Christi, stands 
out as the survivor. He was sued 


U.S. Rep. Blake 
Farenthold, 
R-Corpus 
Christi, insists 
his conduct has 
been proper. 


over accusations of sexual harass- 
ment three years ago, paid out 
an $84,000 settlement financed 
by taxpayers, and has an open 
Ethics Committee investigation 
into his behavior. Yet only a few 
Republicans have called for his 
resignation. 

A peek into the inner workings 
of his office reveals the kind of hos- 
tile work environment, rife with 
sexual innuendo, that prompted 
U.S. Rep. Jackie Speier, D-Calif., 
to call Congress “the worst” place 
for women to work. 

Throughout the Capitol, House 


Farenthold continued on A5 


ONLY IN THE EPAPER 
Feast onFood Extra 
intoday’s ePaper 


Subscribers get six additional 
pages of food stories and recipes 
at statesman.com/epaper. 
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NATION & WORLD, A5 
Trump blasts senator, 
harassment accusers 


Kristen Gillibrand “would do 
anything” for contributions, he 
tweets, says stories “fabricated.” 
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